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Re-railing freight rail business back to success Lack of accessibility and reliability results in poor service quality of rail freight.
Freight transport requirements have grown enormously over the last half century, and that seems likely to continue. Road has
found the right answers to this, rail has not. And the volume moved by rail has remained largely static and is now no more than
20% of total inland movements. Why should this be so, and what should be done to exploit the full potential of rail’s mass
transport? The European Commission’s White Paper of 2010 envisages shifting large transport volumes to rail, using not only
technological innovation, but also by establishing new, market-driven and highly efficient production concepts. The benchmark is
modern road freight logistics, which have improved enormously. These operators always put the customer at the centre of their
businesses. Road also dominates the transport segments which could offer significant growth and additional market share for rail.
The authors have investigated how rail freight transport can be reviewed systematically and made fitter for the future. They analyse
the different types of goods, their growth potential, and how they might fit into a future...
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